
Planning forStations
When educators purposely create the conditions, structures, and routines for these
literacy stations, students do in fact make more gains from the learning they are able to
have with their peers, as well as the targeted instruction from the teacher with their peers
(Maurer, 2010).1

The teacher has small groups planned and ready to go! But, what does the rest of the
class do while the teacher is working with a small group? The answer is stations!

This document provides guidance for planning and executing purposeful, and active,
academic stations. (A refresher on what Small Groups with Stations should look like, feel
like, and sound like, can be found in Planning for Small Groups.)

1Maurer, Caroline. “Meeting Academic Standards through Peer Dialogue at Literacy Centers.” Language Arts, vol. 87, no.
5, 2010, pp. 353–362. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/41804202.
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Planning forStations
Small Groups with Stations requires teachers and students to build structure, routines,
and transitions that allow students to work in collaborative groups, independent of the
teacher, while the teacher facilitates targeted small group instruction. The table below
provides guidance on how to set up the classroom, and ways to help prepare students
for an active and collaborative learning environment. After reading the guidance, the
teacher should use the “Stations Management Worksheet” that follows, to guide them
through planning for stations in the classroom.
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